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“catvari prati$aranani| tadyatha-arthaprati$aranata na vyafjanaprati$aranata| jianapratisaranata
na vijidnaprati$aranata| nitarthapratisaranata na neyarthaprati$aranata| dharmapratisaranata na
pudgalaprati$aranata cetil|”

[Vaidya, P.L., ed. Buddhist Sanskrit Texts-No.17 Darbhanga : The Mithila Institute, 1961./
Dharmasangraha - Online Digital Sanskrit Canon (see stanza 53).]

“Four reliances: that is, reliance on the Dhamma not (merely) reliance on the person; reliance on
the meaning not (merely) reliance on the phrasing; reliance on the suttas whose meaning is
already drawn out not (merely) reliance on those suttas whose meaning is to be drawn out
(interpreted); reliance on extraordinary-knowledge* not (merely) reliance on (intellectual)
discrimination.”

The order in the translation has been changed to accord with that in the
Abhidharmako$avyakhya (p.704 in U. Wogihara's edition) which Lamotte takes as representative
of the eight or so texts in which it is found or quoted. See E. Lamotte's paper “Textual
Interpretation in Buddhism” in “Buddhist Hermeneutics” ed. Donald S. Lopez, Jr., ISBN 81-208-
0840-1 for an excellent discussion of this Sutra with abundant references.

* “extraordinary-knowledge”: the kind of 'higher-knowledge' (abhififia) or insight that occurs as
a result of samadhi. It probably implies here the meditative realisations resulting in the
attainments of the noble paths and fruits.

Tue Four GREAT CRITERIA IN THE SANSKRIT MAHAPARINIRVANA SUTRA
(Sarvastivadin recension)

The two interesting differences between this version and the Pali (stanza 83 in the Sri-Jayanti
edition at GRETIL.) are 24.2 “Herein, Ananda, by the bhikkhus the Suttanta is to be relied upon a
person is not to be relied upon.” and the last phrase of (e.g.) 24.6 “...and if it does not go against
the grain of nature”. I like these two phrases very much.

24.1 tatra bhagavan ayusmantam a(nandam amantra)yate ||

24.2 tasmat ta(r)h(i) ta ananda bhi(ksubhih) sGtrantapratisaranair bhavitavyam na
pudgala(p)r(atisaranaih ||)

24.3 (katham) bhiksuh siitrantapratisarano bhavati na (pudgalapratisaranah ||)

24.4 ihan(a)nda bhiksur agacch(et sa evam) vadet ||

24.5 sammukham me bhagavato 'ntikac chrutam sammukh(am udgrhitam ayam dha)rmo 'yam
vinaya idam $astuh $§asanam ||

24.6 t(asya bhiksavas tan) notsahayit(a)vyam navasadayitavyam || anutsahayitvanavasadayitva
$§rotram avadha(ya tani pa)davyamjanany udgrhya sitre 'vatar(ayitavyam vina)y(e)
samdarsayitavyam || yadi siitr(e) 'vataryamana vinaye samdar§yamanah siitre navataran(ti
vinaye) na samdréyante dharmatam ca vilomayanti (sa eva)m syad vacaniyah ||

24.7 addhayusmann ime dharma na bhagavata bhasitah || ayusmata va ime dharma du(rgrhitas
tatha) hime dharmah sttre 'vataryamana vinaye samd(ar§yamanah) siitre navataranti vinaye na
samdr$yante dharmatam ca vilomayanti ||


http://www.uwest.edu/UWest/sanskritweb/Sastra/Roman/sastra7.html
http://www.sub.uni-goettingen.de/ebene_1/fiindolo/gretil/2_pali/1_tipit/2_sut/1_digh/dighan2u.htm

24.8 nayam dharmo nayam vi(nayo nedam $as)tuh $§asanam iti viditva chorayitavyah ||

24.9 puna(r apa)ram (ananda) bhiksur agacchet sa evam vadet ||

24.10 amusminn avase mahan bhiksusamgha(h prativasati sasthavirah sapramoksah ||)

24.11 (sammukham me tasya mahato bhiksusamghasyantikac chrutam sammukham udgrhitam
ayam dharmo) 'yam vinaya idam $astuh $asanam ||

24.12 tasya (bhiksavas) ta(n notsahayitavyam navasadayitavyam || anutsahayitvanavasadayitva
$§rotram avadhaya tani padavyamja)nany udgrhya siitre 'vatarayitavyam vinaye
sam(darsayitavyam || yadi siitre 'vataryamana vinaye samdar§yamanah siitre navataranti vinaye
na sam)dréyante dharmatam ca vilomayanti sa evam syad va(caniyah ||)

24.13 (addhayusmams tena mahata bhiksusamghena dharmasamjfina ca vinayasamjfiina
cadharmas$ cavinaya)s ca bhasitah || ayusmata va ime dharma durgr(hitas tatha hime dharmah
stitre 'vataryamana vinaye samdar§yamanah siitre navataranti vinaye na samdrsyante
dharma)tam ca vilomayanti ||

24.14 nayam dharmo nayam vinayo (nedam $astuh $asanam iti viditva chorayitavyah ||)

24.15 (punar aparam ananda bhiksur agacchet sa evam vadet ||)

24.16 ()(amusminn avase samba)hula bhiksavah prativasanti sttradhara vina(yadhara
matrkadharah ||)

24,17 (sammukham me tesam sambahulanam bhikstinam antikac chrutam sammukham
udgrhitam ayam dharmo 'yam vinaya idam $astuh $asanam)

24.18 (tasya bhiksavas tan notsahayitavyam pirvavad yavat sa) evam syad vacaniyah ||

24.19 addhayusmams tair bhiksubhir dha(rmasamjfiibhi$ ca vinayasamjfiibhi$ cadharmas
cavinaya$ ca bhasitah || piirvavad)

24.20 (yavad iti viditva chorayitavyah ||)

24.21 (punar aparam ananda) bhiksur agacchet sa evam vadet ||

24.22 amusminn avase (bhiksuh prativasati sthavirah ............. ) <= 24.45>

24.23 (sam)mukham me tasya bhiksor antikac chrutam sammukha(m udgrhitam ayam dharmo
'yam vinaya idam $astuh $§asanam ||)

24.24 (tasya bhiksavas tan notsahayitavyam piirvavad yavat sa evam syad vacaniyah |[)

24.25 (addhayusmams tena bhi)ksuna dharmasamjiiina ca vinayasamjiina ca(dharmas cavinayas
ca bhasitah || ptirvavad)

24.26 (yavad iti viditva chorayitavyah ||)

24.27 (punar aparam ana)nda bhiksur agacchet sa evam vadet ||

24.28 sammukham me bhagava(to 'ntikac chrutam sammukham udgrhitam ayam dharmo 'yam
vinaya idam $astuh $§asanam ||)

24.29 (tasya bhiksavas tan notsahayitav)y(am) navasadayitavyam || anutsahayitvanavasa(dayitva
$rotram avadhaya tani padavyafijanany udgrhya siitre 'vatarayitavyam vinaye sandarsayi)tavyam
|| yadi siitre 'vat(a)ryama(na vina)ye sandar$y(ama)nah siitre '(vataranti vinaye samdrsyante
dharmatam ca na vilomayanti sa evam syad vacaniyah ||)

24.30 (addhayusman)n (i)me dharma bhagavata bhasitah || ayu(smat)a ceme dh(ar)m(a)h
sugrhita(s tatha hime dharmah siitre 'vataryamana vinaye samdar§yamanah sitre 'vataranti
vina)ye samdr$yante dharmatam ca na vilomayanti ||

24.31 ayam dharmo 'yam vi(naya idam $astuh $§asanam iti viditva dharayitavyah ||)

24.32 (punar aparam ananda bhiksur agacchet sa) evam vadet ||

24.33 amusminn avase mahan bhiksusamghah prati(va)sati sa(sthavirah sapramoksah ||)

24.34 (sammukham me tasya mahato bhiksusamghasyantikac chrutam sammukham udgrhitam
ayam dharmo) 'yam vinaya idam $astuh $§asanam ||

24.35( tasya bhiksavas tan n)otsaha(yitavyam piirvavad yavat sa evam syad vacaniyah ||)

24.36 (addhayusmams tena mahata bhiksusamghena dharmasamjnina vinaya)samj(fi)inatra
dharmas ca vinaya$ ca (bhasitah || ayusmata) ce(me dharmah sugrhitas tatha hime dharmah siitre
'vataryamana vinaye samdar§yamanah siitre 'vataranti vinaye na samd)r$y(ante) dharmatafi ca
na vi(lomayanti ||)

24.37 (ayam dharmo) 'yam vi(naya idam $astuh $asanam iti viditva dharayitavyah ||)

24.38 (punar aparam ananda bhiksur agacchet sa evam vadet ||)()



24.39 ()(amusmin)n avase s(am)bahula bhiksavah prati(vasanti siitradhara vi)nayadha(ra
matrkadharah ||)

24.40 (sammukham me tesam sambahulanam bhikstinam antikac chrutam sammukham
udgrhitam ayam dha)rmo 'yam vinaya idam $astuh $asanam ||

24.41 (tasya bhiksavas tan notsahayitavyam) piirvava(d) y(a)vat sa evam (syad vacaniyah ||)
24.42 (addhayusmams tair bhiksubhir dharmasamjnibhis ca vinayasamjfiibhis ca dharmas ca
vina)ya$ ca bhasitah || ayusmata ceme dharmah sugrhitas tatha hi(me dharmah siitre
'vataryamana purvavad yavad)

24.43 (ayam dharmo 'yam vinaya idam $astuh $§asanam iti viditva dharayitavyah ||)

24.44 punar aparam (ananda) bhiksur agacchet sa e(va)m (vade)t ||

24.45 amusminn avase bhiksuh prati(vasati sthavirah ............. ) <=24.22>

24.46 (sammukham me ta)sya bhiksor antikac chrutam sammukha(m udgrhi)tam ayam (dharmo
'yam vinaya idam $astuh $§asanam ||)

24.47 (tasya bhiksavas tan no)tsaha(yitavyam piirvavad yavat) s(a) evam syad vacan(i)y(ah ||)
24.48 (addhayusmams tena bhiksuna dharmasamijfiina ca vinayasamjfiina ca dharma$ ca vinaya$
ca bhasitah || piirvavad)

24.49 (yavad i)t(i) viditva dha(rayitavyah ||)

24.50 (tatr)ananda ye te ptrvakas ca(t)v. .....cooervneee. (nayam dharmo nayam vinayo nedam) $§astuh
($asanam iti) viditva chorayitavyah ||
24.51 ta(trananda ye te ........cocerrnenn ) (@)yam dharmo ('yam vinaya) idam $ast(uh) $asana(m iti

viditva dharayitavyah ||)
24.52 (evam evananda bhiksubhih sttrantapratisaranair bhavitavyam na pudgalapratisaranaih ||)

[Mahaparinirvanasutra

Based on the ed. by Ernst Waldschmidt, Das Mahaparinirvanasutra, Teil 1_3, Berlin 1950_1951
(Abhandlungen der Deutschen Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin, Klasse fiir Sprachen,
Literatur und Kunst [bis Jahrgang 1949: Phil.-Hist. K1.] 1949.1, 1950.2,3).

Input by Klaus Wille (Géttingen)
(last corrections: 24.10.2005)

MPS 25 (= ST.I) = Ernst Waldschmidt, "Der Buddha preist die Verehrungswiirdigkeit seiner
Reliquien", NAWG 1961, pp. 375-385 (= CT, pp. 417-427).

MPS 31 (= ST.II) = Ernst Waldschmidt, "Wunderkréfte des Buddha - Eine Episode im Sanskrittext
des Mahaparinirvanasitra", NAWG 1948, pp. 48-91 (= CT, pp. 120-163)

MPS 34 (= MSuSi) = Mahasudar$anasitra, in: Hisashi Matsumura, The Mahasudar$anavadana and
The Mahasudar$anasiitra, Delhi 1988 (Bibliotheca Indo-Buddhica, 47).]



